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Munphk PoJk« Providing 
Fuff-Tlmo Prolodion For 
Charlo* (I Stophens 

By CHARLES EDMUNDSON 
M tto request of Ally. G«n. 

. PM M, Q»M)e, Polk* Chief 
n**y Lux yesterday ordered 
• round-the-clock bodyguard 
Q* Stephens, ex- 
Peeled to be a key witness la 
the triaUL-UnK* Earl JUy, 



i 



^torted with fatally shooting 
pr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

I Ta spite of a critical short- 
ffj* of personoel we an pro- 
▼«to* security to &e best of 

**We point out. however, 'th«t 
W* have no legal authority to 
Influence the move menu of 
Mr. Stephens to tnhence hie 
••curity. Thle wi e adjudged hi 
Court yesterday (la a 
naheaa corpoa order leaued by 
Jodae WllUem W. O' Hear*). 
StephoM was held, la Shelby 
Couabr Jail from July a anti 
last Wednesday when Judge 
O’Heara o r de r e d h i m released. 
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| “Ws furjttf^eiuphasize that » 
maximum security for aa iadl- 
vidua! who moves about at 
will is at bast less than depend- • 
able." 

Chief Lax said that at any 
tima Mr. Stephen*, wha la 
know* to have a drinking 
problem, decides to move out- 
side the Memphis city limits, 
where the police have m lj 
juriadictloa, police security J 
will cease. $ 

"Our pest experience taught 
ua," Chief Lux said, "that i 
curity for Mr. Stephens, was 
difficult and posed problems, 
is evidenced by our support of 
a* attempt at- court action to 
hold him la order to provide 
maximum security. This, la 
our opinion, was the only way 
we could provide maximum 
security. J - - 

e aka point out that the 
security we are providing 
necessitates diverting men 
from the tovestigatfon sad r 
suppression * of crime, for 
which they are sorely needed 
in this area.** 

Mr. Stephens was s resident 
of the South Memphis rooming 
house from which the shot that 
killed Dr. King Is said to have 1 
been fired Agrir 4 Mrv Ste- 
phens told police hi saw a mam t 
leaving a second floor comma- 1 
jnal bathroom se conds afte r the f 
shot was fired. * 
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